Environmental Code for Kayakers
Do some research before you go:

What wildlife might you encounter?

Are there any exclusion zones/ access restrictions/ no landing zones etc?

On the water

Paddle in small groups, I suggest a maximum of eight boats

Be alert, observant, sensitive and patient.

Leave the environment a little bit better than when you found it.

When encountering wildlife:
Keep their escape routes open, don’t surround them

Minimise disturbance and avoid sudden movements
Don’t linger, just look and move on

Animals are most vulnerable when with their young – move past quietly and steadily

Never land on a beach with seals, except in an emergency

Make a note of unknown animals and plants so you can look them up when you get home.

Move away slowly if you see signs of disturbance

On land:

Don’t damage plants etc that wildlife feed off

Check that cliff tops are safe for walking – many sea birds live in burrows that are easily destroyed and the inhabitants squashed.

Check shingle beaches carefully for nesting birds – they are very camouflaged
Carry your boat up the beach, especially in sand dunes.

Respect the privacy and livelihood of those who live by the sea.

Afterwards 
Take care not to transfer alien or invasive species, wash your kit when you get home.

Remember to look up the stuff you didn’t know!
Report pollution: www.environment-agency.gov.uk
Report strandings: www.mcga.gov.uk
